On 29 April 862, eight bishops gathered in the palace of Aachen to discuss the marriage of King Lothar II (ruled 855-869) and Queen Theutberga, and whether it should be ended.
them presented his text to the holy council in the early morning after the night, our whole company praised it as filled with a wonderful appropriateness of meaning, and we thanked the Lord for the concordant opinion (sententia). And so we decided to add this, that if the tenor of one of the texts, discrepant in words, reaches anyone's hands, let him not be disturbed by the dissonance of speech, but rather be compelled to trust by the consonance of meaning. 4 This chapter explores the implications of this double record for our understanding of the conciliar documents produced by the Frankish church under the Carolingians, the topic of Rosamond McKitterick's first book, as well as for the politics of a Frankish kingdom ruled by a Carolingian king, the topic of her second, with particular attention to the manuscript transmission of texts, a kind of evidence whose sheer indispensability for early medieval historians none has better demonstrated than McKitterick.
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Carolingian councils and their records
The increase in the number and sophistication of conciliar records in various forms -decrees, minutes and charters -is something of a hallmark of the Frankish church under the Carolingian rulers, especially from the rule of Louis the Pious (814-40), when councils began to legislate independently of the king. 6 The regular recourse of bishops in this period not only to collective decision-making but also to parchment to preserve those decisions stands in 4 'Huius series rationis in commune a nobis domino inspirante reperta duobus ex nostris fratribus litteris sequestratim commendari iniunctum est. Quod nocturno autem tempore primo mane sacro concilio uterque scripturam suam praesentavit, et mira sensuum convenientia redolentem omnis coetus noster collaudavit et de concordi sententia domino gratias egit, quod ideo subiciendum censuimus, ne, si alterius scripturae tenor in verbis discrepans in cuiuslibet manus devenerit, non moveatur de dissonantia sermonum, quem fidem accommodare compellit consonantia sensuum':
Concilia Karolini Aevi IV, ed. W. Hartmann, MGH (Hanover, 1998) The version edited as Text C in contrast makes the council seem a little more active. It is not specified that the king had convoked it, and the council is already in session when the case of his marriage is brought up. That the king had already done penance is mentioned, but in a confused way with reference to the previous council of 860, while the shortcomings of Queen Theutberga are dwelt upon at much greater length: 'How could she be joined in marriage, whom by her own assertion her brother did not fear to defile?' 22 Like Text A, Text C cites the council of Lerida, but strangely mislabels it as the council of Agde, whose proper canon it simply omits. Above all, the account appears to anticipate potential criticism both of the decision and of the procedure, rebutting it forcefully in the extended conclusion quoted above (p. 000) that is entirely absent from the other version. 
Gunthar of Cologne
Closer examination therefore shows that the short Vatican manuscript is coherent in its own terms. Every item can be connected to issues under intense discussion in Lothar II's kingdom in the early 860s: King Lothar's marriage, and the related standing of Archbishop Hincmar of Rheims, whose repeated interventions had not been welcomed by everyone. Staubach has already demonstrated that several of these texts can be connected with Gunthar. Looked at in the round, it seems likely the entire manuscript was a dossier, or a copy of a dossier, put together by or for the archbishop of Cologne. 38 Given that every text seems to date from before the summer of 863, we might suppose that this dossier was created in preparation for the ill-fated council of Metz in June 863, whose acts are unfortunately now lost.
If this reasoning is correct, there are two implications. The first is that we should not underestimate the capability of Archbishop Gunthar of Cologne. For Staubach, only
Adventius of Metz was a strategist on a par with Hincmar, whose subtlety he greatly admired; the hot-headed and old-fashioned Gunthar, he implies, did not really even understand what he was up against. Yet though he probably owed his position to a distinguished family background, Gunthar was not necessarily intellectually outclassed by Hincmar. 39 He was a patron of Irish scholars, and it may for example have been his idea to apply Ambrosiaster's argument that men and women can be treated differently after marital separation to Lothar's case, since we know that there was a copy of Ambrosiaster's text in Cologne. 
Conclusion
Pope Nicholas's dramatic excommunication and deposition of Gunthar along with his colleague Theutgaud of Trier in October 863 plunged Lothar II's kingdom into a crisis from which it never recovered. But its remarkable impact cannot be credited simply to the pope's ambition and vision. After all, Nicholas on three occasions -twice in 864 and again in 867 -summoned the Frankish bishops to Rome; they responded to this first-ever attempt by a pope to call a general council of the western church by simply not turning up. 47 When he took such decisive action in 863, Nicholas was putting his authority on the line. He must have calculated that it would crack Lothar's episcopate; and he was right, since the rest of Lothar's bishops, led by Adventius, dropped their former colleagues like a stone.
Examining the records of the council of Aachen in 862 gives us some clues as to why this was so. For Nikolaus Staubach, the whole council was a 'Schau-Veranstaltung', a meeting put on for show and not for the genuine discussion of the issues. 48 If so, then its decision to permit two of its participants to prepare an independent record was all the more revealing: it suggested that the participants could not agree on the representation, let alone the procedure, something almost unprecedented in the Frankish church and a sign of profound division, In this way, study of the Aachen council of 862, and above all of its records, exemplifies two themes that have been inspirationally explored by Rosamond McKitterick in many of her publications to date: on the one hand, the thorough penetration of Frankish society under the rule of the Carolingian kings by the structures and values of Christianity, to the extent that politics and religion are difficult to disentangle (and nowhere is that more true than in the matter of Lothar II's divorce); and on the other, the importance of not relying solely on modern editions of texts, no matter how scrupulous these may be, but of also returning to the surviving manuscripts for clues about their scribes and authors, and about the wider society that these scribes and authors were trying to change through their books.
